
Current 

November 2025 

Remember the following in your 
prayers 

Paula Devlaeminck, Steve Hacker, Vicki 
Kuethe, Mark Behle, Henry Beaver, 
Dorothy Krueger, Nordean Krueger, and 
Marlys Steele 

October Birthdays 
 

 Nov. 1  Charles Reindal 
 Nov. 12 Shirley   
    Behrends 
 Nov. 14 Christopher  
    Sorensen 
 Nov. 15 Joshua Hamson, Lindsey   
    Krueger, Evan Brooks 
 Nov. 16 Dalton Hensche, Ellen Merkouris 
 Nov. 18 Gayle Kuethe 
 Nov. 21 Bobby Hanson, Michael Krueger 
 Nov. 24 Terry Bendickson 
 Nov. 25 John Nelson 
 Nov. 27 Gail Toenges 
 Nov. 30 Ruxin Anderson 
  

Happy Anniversary! 

 Nov. 9  Dennis & Naoma  
   Morrison 

Nov. 15  Chad & Jennifer Miller 

All Saints Sunday will be November 2nd, 2025. Please join us for 

our worship service at 10:30 am as we remember those saints who 

have died in the past year and those who have been baptized since our 

last All Saints Sunday.  

We remember and honor: 

Deaths (funeral date):          Baptisms (baptism date):  

 Leonard Breamer  April 12, 2025      Eleanor Drescher  April 13, 2025 

 Larry Hensche   August 21, 2025      Kip Wallin   April 27, 2025 

 Dennis Richter  September 25, 2025     Ayla Mutschler  June 15, 2025 

  

A reminder that 

Daylight Saving Time 

ends on Sunday, 

November 2nd, 2025. 

Set your clocks back 

1 hour! 



Current 

 

Assisting in November 
 

Organist  Kathy Toenges 

 

Deacon:  Wayne Olson 

 

Altar Guild: Lavonne Krueger & Nicole  

    Brooks 

  

Banners:  Laurie Behrends 

 

Acolytes: 

 Nov. 2  Lia Sorensen 

 Nov. 9  Katelyn Schmidt 

 Nov. 16 Madelyn Behle 

 Nov. 23 Clayton Schmidt 

 Nov. 30 Oliver Christensen 

 

Ushers & Readers 

 Nov. 2  Donna Nelson Family 

 Nov. 9  LaVonne Krueger Family 

 Nov. 16 Amy Wallin Family 

 Nov. 23 Donna Nelson Family 

 Nov. 30 Jim Thunstedt Family 

Calendar of Events 

 

Sun. 11/2 All Saints Sunday 

   Daylight Saving Time Ends 

   10:30 am Worship with Holy Communion 

Mon. 11/3 6:30 pm Bible Study–Paul Session 6 at   

   Redeemer 

Tues. 11/4 Election Day 

   Quilting 

Weds. 11/5 5:45 pm 7th & 8th Grade Conf. Class at  

   Redeemer  

   7:30 pm 9th Grade Conf. Class at Redeemer 

Thurs. 11/6 2:00 pm Bible Study—Paul Session 6 at  

   Concordia 

Sun. 11/9 Thankoffering Sunday 

   10:30 am Worship Sunday School Students Sing 

Mon. 11/10 6:30 pm Bible Study-Gratitude at Redeemer 

Tues. 11/11 Quilting 

   5:30 pm WELCA & Altar Guild Meal & Meeting 

Weds. 11/12 5:45 pm 7th/8th Grade Conf. Class at Concordia 

   7:30 pm Church Council Meeting 

Thurs. 11/13 2:00 pm Bible Study-Gratitude at Concordia 

Sun. 11/16 10:30 am Worship with Holy Communion 

   2:00—4:00 pm Youth Group Gathering at  

   Redeemer 

Tues. 11/18 Quilting 

Weds. 11/19 5:45 pm 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation at  

   Redeemer 

Sun. 11/23 Christ the King Sunday 

   10:30 am Worship 

Tues. 11/25 Quilting 

Wed. 11/26 7:00 pm Joint Thanksgiving Eve Service at  

   Redeemer 

   Fellowship after Service 

Thurs. 11/27 Thanksgiving Day—Office and Church Closed 

Fri. 11/28 5:30 pm Wendt/Enderson Wedding Rehearsal 

Sat. 11/29 4:00 pm Wendt/Enderson Wedding 

Sun. 11/30 First Sunday in Advent 

   10:30 am Hanging of the Greens Service 

   11:30 am Congregational Meal 

Snow Removal Schedule 

Date Parking Lot Sidewalk 

11/3-11/9 Danny Steele Jay Johnson 

11/10-

11/16 

Paul Pestorious Colin Wittmer 

11/17- Jim Thunstedt Bob Wittmer 

11/24-

11/30 

Shane Christen-

sen 

Wayne Olson 
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 WEDNESDAY 
CONFIRMATION CLASS 
SCHEDULE:  

Wed. Nov. 5  5:45-7:15 pm  
 7th/8th Grade Class at Redeemer 

Wed. Nov. 5  7:30-8:30 pm  
 9th Grade Class at Redeemer 
Wed. Nov. 12 5:45-7:15 pm  
 7th/8th Grade Class at Concordia 
Wed. Nov. 19 5:45-7:15 pm 
 7th/8th Grade Class at Redeemer 
Wed. Nov. 26 No Confirmation –  
 Thanksgiving Eve Service 
Please contact Pastor Kristi (507-360-1224) if you have 
any questions about Confirmation.  

Redeemer and 

Concordia Youth 

Group 

Youth Group for 

Redeemer and Concordia 

students in 6th through 12th 

grade are invited to gather together on Sunday, 

November 16th from 2:00 to 4:00 pm. We will gather at 

2 pm at Redeemer Lutheran to create Thanksgiving cards 

to be given to the homebound seniors of our two 

congregations.  We will also be making Harvest Mix and 

play Turkey Bingo. 

Please email or text (507-360-1224) Pastor Kristi if you 

are planning to attend. You are always encouraged to 

bring a friend with to Youth Group!  

 

Reserve the date of 

December14th 2-4 pm at 

Redeemer for our Cookie 

Baking & Ornament Making 

Youth Group gathering! 

 

Hope you can come and join us! 

November Bible Study—
The Witness of Paul: His 

Life, His Missionary 
Journeys, and The Gospel.   

We finish our exploration of 

Paul this month. Join us on 

the following dates. All are welcome!! 

Monday, November 3rd –6:30 pm Session 6 at Redeemer 

Thursday, November 6th—2:00 pm Session 6 at Concordia 

Our Next Bible Study—A Biblical Understanding 

of Gratitude. Join us for conversation and 

examination of gratitude, thanksgiving, and 

appreciation. 

Monday, November 10th–6:30 pm  at Redeemer 

Thursday, November 13th—2:00 pm at Concordia 

Please feel free to contact Pastor Kristi if you 

have any questions about upcoming Bible 

studies. Hope you can join us!! 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship 

God is the source of all good things, 

and we will remember that by 

gathering on Thanksgiving Eve for 

worship and fellowship. This is a 

wonderful time to center yourself in 

prayer and thanksgiving as the holiday 

season begins.  

A joint worship service for Redeemer Lutheran and 

Concordia Lutheran congregations will be held at 7pm 

on Wednesday, November 26th at Redeemer 

Lutheran, and the service will be followed by 

fellowship. A special offering of non-perishable food 

items, toiletries, and household items will be gathered 

during this service and given to the Alden Food Shelf.  



December Christmas Program  December 14, 

2025—CHANGE of Worship Service Time to 

8:30 am 

On December 14th Redeemer will be 

having their Sunday School Christmas 

Program. We will switch worship 

service times with Redeemer on this 

Sunday, so Redeemer will worship at 10:30 am on 

December 14th and Concordia will worship at 8:30 am 

on December 14th.  

On Sunday, November 30th for our 10:30 am worship 

service we will mark the beginning of the Advent 

season with a service for the Hanging of the Greens. 

Advent is the time of year when we prepare ourselves 

for the coming of our Messiah. Advent means “coming.” 

We celebrate these days of Advent in expectation and 

preparation for Christ’s arrival. This is also a time of 

preparing our homes, our churches, and our 

communities for the celebration of Christ’s birth, 

Christmas.  

During the 10:30 am service on November 30th we will 

tell the story of our Advent and Christmas decorations, 

we will decorate our sanctuary, we will hear scripture, 

and sing songs that connect us to the Advent story. 

Thank you to RaAnna Pestorious and Sandy Morgan for 

their help in coordinating this worship service and the 

many volunteers who help make it possible! Following 

the service please join us for a meal in the fellowship 

hall. Thank you to Julie Reindal for helping to coordinate 

the meal. Please see the sign up sheets in the Narthex 

for volunteering and for the meal. 

Please mark your calendars for our First Sunday of Advent 

and the Hanging of the Greens, November 30th! 

Connect with Concordia on Social Media 

 

 

     Like us on facebook.com/ConcordiaPLake       Follow us on Instagram @concordiapl 

Thankoffering Service November 9th 
On Sunday November 9th, as part of our regular worship 

service, the Women of the Church will collect their 

annual Thankoffering and our worship service will 

include special elements highlighting those gifts. 

The Thankoffering Service is a time for the women to 

give thanks to God for all the blessings we receive. For 

generations, the women of the church have supported, 

through various ways of giving, a church wide 

organization that supports and equips women to do 

effective ministry. Offerings are the only source of 

financial support for the church wide organization. 

Whatever is received through God’s grace is blessed for 

the service of women. 

Thankofferings encourage women to practice giving 

thanks and giving monetarily, help Women of the ELCA 

provide the resources, events, and programs women need 

to support their ministries, and support the organization’s 

giving through an annual gift (undesignated monies) to 

the ELCA. 

Thankoffering envelopes are available in the Narthex. 

All women of the congregation are encouraged to attend 

worship that day. 

Women of the congregation 
please join us for a WELCA and 
Altar Guild Meeting – Tuesday, 
November 11th, 5:30 pm at 
church. A light supper will be 
provided. 



 

We are profoundly 

grateful for your kind-

ness and support dur-

ing the past few months. 

Your generous well 

wishes, prayers, visits, 

meals, gifts and cards, 

and lovely flowers have touched our 

hearts. A special thanks to Pastor Kris-

ti, and to the ladies for the beautiful 

quilts. We are fortunate to have you 

all in our lives. From the bottom of our 

hearts, we thank you! 

Nordean and Dorthy Krueger 

Poinsettias to Decorate 

our Church for Christmas Eve 

 

Help us fill the Church with color for 

the Christmas Eve Service by 

purchasing a poinsettia.  

You may designate your flowers in 

memory or in honor of someone and a list will 

be published in the Christmas Eve bulletin.  

Please take your poinsettia home after the evening 

service on the 24th or you may leave it to adorn our 

Sanctuary through the Sundays of Christmas.  

Cost per plant is $12.  

Forms will be available in the narthex.  

Checks may be made out to Concordia Pickerel Lake. 

All orders must be received by  

Monday, December 15th. 



Contact Information 

Church: 

69471 190th Street 

Albert Lea MN  56007 

(507) 265-3355 
www.ConcordiaPickerelLake.com 

Facebook @Concordia Lutheran 
Church of Pickerel Lake  

Pastor Kristi Mitchell 

Cell: (call or text) (507)-360-1224 

pastor@concordiapickerellake.com 

Peter Scharpe 

Cell: (507) 317-9127 

admin@concordiapickerellake.com 

Church Council 
Chris Sorensen  President 

Robert Wittmer  Vice-President 

Kristine Christensen Secretary 

RaAnna Pestorious  Treasurer 

Chad Miller   Properties 
 
Lynn Krueger   Lay Ministry 
 
Amy Wallin   Stewardship 

     Education 

Concordia Lutheran Church 

of Pickerel Lake 

Church Staff 

Rev. Kristi Mitchell—Pastor 

Peter Scharpe—Administrative Secretary 

Kathy Toenges—Organist 

David & Michelle Masters—Custodians 

Current 

Church Council Minutes for 10/8/2025 

Members Present: Bob Wittmer, Kris Christensen, Lynn Krueger, 
and Amy Wallin 
Ex-Officio Member- Past Kristi Mitchell 
Absent: Chris Sorensen, Chad Miller, and RaAnna Pestorious 
 
Vice President Bob Wittmer called the meeting to order. 
 
Secretary’s report was given and reviewed. Motion to approve. 
Seconded. Approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report was given and reviewed for September. 
Motion to approve. Seconded. Approved. 
*Income $7,966.86 
*Total Expenses $4,611.43 
*Net Income $3,555.43 
 
Board of Stewardship - No Report 
Board of Education 

Redeemer Family Movie Night will be 10/24/25 @ 6:30pm, will be 

showing Lilo and Stitch. The 3rd grade bible class was held and 10 

kids plus parents attended. There will be a youth and family event 

on Sunday 10/26/2025. They will be going to the Center Creek 

Orchard in Fairmont the leaving at 1:00pm. 

Board of Lay Ministry - None 

Board of Church Properties 

The sanctuary and basement thermostats are still on hold for 

installation. We are waiting for Reindal Electric. The snow 

removal schedule will be completed and sent out soon. Chad and 

Chris will be looking into finding someone to repair the ceiling in 

the narthex, the plan is to get it fixed by November 29th.  

Pastor Report 

The Fall theological is in La Crosse on Sunday 10/12 in the evening 

and pastor will return back on Tuesday night. Reformation 

Sunday is 10/26/25- Wear red to church. The joint Thanksgiving 

service will be 11/26 at Redeemer at 7:00 pm.  All Saints Sunday 

is 11/2/2025 also is the ending of daylight saving time. Pastor will 

be doing continuing education days on Monday 11/17- Sunday 

11/23/2025. The Wendt/Enderson Wedding will be held on 

11/29/2025. 

Amy made a motion to accept all reports. Lynn Seconded. 

Approved.  

Old Business  

-Pastor’s Health benefits, were discussed with both parishes, it 

was discussed to purchase the Select HDHP 2000 Insurance Plan 

-Bob made a motion to accept this plan, and Lynn seconded, 

motion carried. 

-The dead bush in the front of the church has been removed and 

mums have been put in it’s place. Thank you to RaAnna 

Pestorious for doing this. 

New Business 

-There is a sign up in the narthex for the Hanging of the Greens 
service on 11/30/2025 
-We have received a letter from the renters and they will be 
moving out of the parsonage on 10/31/2025. It will be responded 
to and Chad will make sure the right paperwork will be filed and 
we will be paid all the rent that they owe. There will be an exit 
walk through with them to make sure there is no damage. 
 
Lynn called a motion to adjourn the meeting. Amy Seconded. 
Approved. Meeting adjourned.  
We closed with “The Lord’s Prayer”. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kristine Christensen, Secretary 
 

Next meeting will be held on Nov 12, 2025at 7:30 pm 

http://www.ConcordiaPickerelLake.com

