November 2022
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All Saints Sunday will be
November 6th, 2022.
Please join us for our
worship service at
10:30am as we
remember those saints
who have died in the
past year and those who
have been baptized since our last All Saints
Sunday.
We remember and honor:
Deaths:
Eric Nelson
February 24, 2022
Frederick Nelson
March 20, 2022
Harold Ohm
April 23, 2022
Harry Perschbacher
May 31, 2022
Baptisms:
Cal Jordan Mutschler November 28, 2021
Adaline James Richter June 12, 2022

Thanksgiving Eve Worship
God is the source of all good things, and we will
remember that by gathering on Thanksgiving
Eve for worship and fellowship. This is a
wonderful time to center yourself in prayer and
thanksgiving as the holiday season begins.
A joint worship service for Concordia Lutheran
and Redeemer Lutheran congregations will be
held at 7pm on Wednesday, November 23rd and
will be followed by pie and coffee in the
fellowship hall. A special offering of nonperishable food items, toiletries, and household
items will be gathered during this service and
given to the Alden Food Shelf.
If you can bring a pie, please contact Kathy
Toenges 383-1492
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Grateful to the Giver
TV shows and movies portray a Thanksgiving custom that is easy to copy. People around the table take turns naming things they're
thankful for. They seem delighted to do it. It isn't hard for them, and their tributes bring smiles and warm feelings to others at the table. Maybe you have used this custom too. It's a good start for a civic holiday. But there's more—don't forget the main course! The scripture readings,
appointed for the Day of Thanksgiving, remind the community of faith to center on the One "in the kitchen" who generously provides all the
persons, places, and things we are thankful for. It's God who gives all the good gifts! There would be no gifts without the giver, no blessings
without the one "whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose faithfulness endures from age to age" (Ps. 100:5).
The Lectionary readings appointed for the day include:

Deuteronomy 26:1–11; Psalm 100; Philippians 4:4–9; and John 6:25–35
The first reading highlights God, who as creator, provides people with the land and its bounty, and as liberator gives them their story of blessing throughout time. Paul offers encouragement to connect with God by both asking and thanking. A needy "please" and an acknowledging "thank you" are two sides of the same coin, since God is always with us to listen and give us peace no matter what the situation. The gospel tells how God the giver moves even closer, becoming the gift itself. Embodied in Jesus, God nurtures and fulfills people
with the bread of God's own life. We experience this in our church thanksgiving meal, also known as the eucharist (a name that means
thanksgiving and gratitude). We "come as we are" to sit at table with God and find that God's generosity is able to flow into blessings for all.
During the month of November, as we move closer to the Thanksgiving holiday consider how you might be “grateful to the Giver.”
What would life be like to intentionally spend time each day giving thanks to God through exploration of videos on grateful living, or keeping a gratitude journal, or writing thank you notes to others, or serving others in need throughout the month. The ideas listed below are provided by our Sundays and Seasons resource, published by Augsburg Fortress. Perhaps you might be inspired this year, this month, or today,
to give thanks in a new way, or an additional way, as we are called to be “Grateful to the Giver.”
Ideas related to giving thanks, sharing gratitude, or living a life of appreciation:
Watch a Website Video
Brother David Steindl-Rast, a Roman Catholic Monk of more than 75 years, inspired the website and online community called Contemplative Life - A Network for Grateful Living. He narrates a heartfelt videos on blessings and gratitude, watch “Blessings” on YouTube that
encourages our acknowledgement of the One who is the source of all blessings.
Here’s a Couple Experiential Ideas in Writing
1) Keep a gratitude journal. Each night, review the day and write down a small number of things that you are thankful for that day. Write in
it at dinner or before bed, by yourself or with family members. Use a couple times a week as a time of reflection. Use a beautiful journal and
colorful pens, or whatever works for you. Notice what a difference it makes over time.
2) Write and send thank-you notes to those who have blessed your life this year. Children can draw their thanks. Tell recipients what they
did that you appreciated. For unique, homemade cards, seek the help of someone who can provide stamping and scrapbooking supplies.
Read Some Website Testimony or Share Your Own Testimony of Thanksgiving on the Web.
People who practice gratitude experience physical, psychological, and social benefits, including stronger immune systems, lower blood pressure, and higher levels of positive emotions. They feel less lonely and isolated and act with more generosity and compassion. Robert Emmons, a scholar who studies gratitude, writes about this in his online essay "Why Gratitude Is Good." He has also written a books on the
subject including, The Little Book of Gratitude.
Check-out a Book and Behold the Visual Images / Artwork
The readings, especially the one from Deuteronomy, glow with gratitude for land, food, and family history, worked out under the providence
of God. In a picture book, All the Places to Love, by Patricia MacLachlan and Mike Wimmer (New York: HarperCollins, 1994), a boy living on a farm with his parents and grandparents prepares to introduce his new sister to the people, seasons, animals, activities, and places he
has come to love.
Share in a Prayer Ritual
Pray using a prayer circle: Invite participants to join hands in a circle. Invite each person to mentally complete the sentence stems, "I thank
you, God . . ." and "I ask you, God. . . . " The leader begins by sharing his or her prayers aloud, then squeezes the hand of the person to the
right. That is the signal for the next person to share his or her prayers. If the person does not want to share aloud, he or she can simply pass
the pulse to the next person. When the pulse comes back to the leader, he or she can begin the Lord's Prayer and invite all to join in. This
form of prayer makes it possible for people who have never prayed out loud to take their turn.
May the blessings of our Lord pour out upon you each day!
With Thankfulness and a Grateful Heart, Pastor Kristi
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Remember the following in your prayers
Sandy Heine

Assisting in November
Organist

Kathy Toenges

Deacon:

Wayne Olson

Altar Guild:

Lavonne Krueger / Nicole Brooks

Banners:

Laurie Behrends

Acolytes:
Nov. 6
Nov. 13
Nov. 20
Nov. 27

Lily Sorensen
Layne Schmidt
Elliot Christensen
Landon Walters

Ushers:
Nov. 6
Nov. 13
Nov. 20
Nov. 23
Nov. 27

Tom & Laurie Behrends
John & Sandy Morgan
Jim & Deb Thunstedt Family
Deacons
Chad & Jeni Miller Family

Readers:
Nov. 6
Nov. 13
Nov. 20
Nov. 23
Nov. 27

Laurie Behrends
Sandy Morgan
Thunstedt Family
Deacons
Miller Family

Financial Update
Average budgeted monthly expense are
$8,171.25
(Seasonal Exceptions)

Calendar of Events
Date
Tues. Nov. 1
Wed. Nov. 2

Time
9:00 am
5:45pm
7:30pm

Sun. Nov.6

Mon. Nov. 7
Tues. Nov. 8
Wed. Nov. 9

9:45am
10:00am
10:30am
6:30pm
9:00 am
5:45pm

7:30pm
Thurs. Nov. 10 2:00pm

Sun. Nov. 13

9:30am

9:45am
10:30am
Tues. Nov. 15 9:00 am
Wed. Nov. 16 5:45pm
Sun. Nov. 20

9:45am
10:30am

6:00pm
Tues. Nov. 22 9:00 am
Wed. Nov. 23
7:00pm

September Total Offering – 7,082.93
September Total Expenses - $7,030.24
Year to Date Total Offering (10/27/22)–
$80,590.38
Thank you so much for your continued
generosity and support! We are very grateful for
your faithful giving.

Sun. Nov. 27

10:30am
Tues. Nov. 29 9:00 am
Wed. Nov. 30 5:45pm
7:30pm

Event
Quilting
7th & 8th Grade
Confirmation at R
9th grade
Confirmation at
Redeemer
All Saints Sunday
Sunday School
Church Fellowship
Worship w/
Communion
Adult Bible Study—R
Quilting
7th & 8th Grade
Confirmation at CPL
Church Council
Adult Bible Study—
CPL
9th Grade Students &
Mentors at Redeemer
Sunday School
Worship
Quilting
7th & 8th Grade
Confirmation at R
Sunday School
Worship w/
communion
Youth Group at C
Quilting
No Confirmation
Joint Thanksgiving
Eve Worship service
at CPL
No Sunday School
Worship
Quilting
7th & 8th Grade
Confirmation at R
Joint Council at R
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November Birthdays

Nov 1
Nov 12
Nov 14
Nov 15
Nov 16
Nov 18
Nov 21
Nov 24
Nov 25
Nov 26
Nov 27
Nov 28
Nov 29
Nov 30

Charles Reindal
Shirley Behrends
Christopher Sorensen
Joshua Hamson
Lindsey Krueger
Evan Brooks
Dalton Hensche
Ellen Merkouris
Steven Steele
Gayle Kuethe
Bobby Hanson
Michael Krueger
Terry Bendickson
John Nelson
Robert Beck
Gail Toenges
Cal Mutschler
Barbara Gilbertson
Ruxin Anderson

November Anniversaries

Pastors day in the office:
Tues. November 8 – 8:30-10:30 am
Thurs. November 10 – 8:30 am-12:30 pm
Thurs. November 17 – 8:30-11:00 am
Tues. November 22 – 8:30-10:30 am
Tues. November 29 – 8:30-10:30 am

Pastor out of office:
Mon – Tues. November 14-15 Fall Theological
Conference in LaCrosse, WI
Thur. November 17 – 11:30-1:30 Women’s
Colleague Group
Thurs. November 24 – Thanksgiving Holiday

Pastor on Vacation
November 1st—5th

Stephanie on Vacation
November 6th—16th

Nov 9
Nov 15

Dennis & Naoma Morrison
Chad & Jennifer Miller
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SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE
Nov. 6
Nov. 13

Nov. 20
Nov. 20

regular Sunday school
regular Sunday School
and SINGING IN CHURCH (also
starting to practice music for
Christmas program)
regular Sunday school (working on
music for Christmas program)
NO SUNDAY SCHOOL
Thanksgiving break

CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE for
7th, 8th, and 9th Grade:
Wed. Nov. 2

5:45-7:15 pm

7th/8th Grade Class
at Redeemer

Wed. Nov. 2

7:30-8:15 pm

9th Grade Class at
Redeemer

Wed. Nov. 9

5:45-7:15 pm

7th/8th Grade Class
at Concordia

Sun. Nov. 13

9:30 am

9th Grade Students
and Mentors at
Redeemer

Wed. Nov. 16

5:45-7:15 pm

7th/8th Grade Class
at Redeemer

Wed. Nov. 23

No
Confirmation

Thanksgiving
Break

Wed. Nov. 30

5:45-7:15 pm

7th/8th Grade Class
at Redeemer

Concordia and Redeemer Youth Group
Sunday School Christmas Program
Practice
Sunday School will be starting working on the
Christmas program in November. The Christmas
program title will be
“The Animals of Christmas,”
Our Program will be held on December 18th

Sunday School Christmas Service
Project
Our Sunday School families will have the
opportunity to participate once again in our
pajama collection for the Spirit of Christmas in
Alden.
Please watch the
bulletin for more
information to
come!

Youth Group for Concordia and Redeemer
students in 6th through 12th grade are invited to
gather together on Sunday, November 20th
from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. We will gather at 6 pm at
Concordia Lutheran for a meal (walking tacos,
dessert and beverages), share in a devotion,
game, and then create Thanksgiving cards and a
craft to be given to the homebound seniors of
our two congregations. Please email or text (507
-360-1224) Pastor Kristi if you are planning to
attend so we can plan for enough food and
supplies. You are always encouraged to bring a
friend with to Youth
Group!
Reserve the date of Dec
18th 2- 4 pm at
Redeemer for our
Cookie Baking Youth
Group gathering!
Hope you can come and
join us!
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Join Us for Adult Bible Study –
“Not-So-Famous”
Characters of the Bible
Join us for the 3rd Session of our Bible study on
characters of the Bible that you might not be so
familiar with. No previous knowledge needed.
Session 3 will be held twice, once at each
congregation. Come join us at either location.
You do not need to have attended the first 2
sessions to participate in session 3.
Hope you can join us!
Session 3
Mon. Nov. 7 – 6:30 – 7:30 pm at Redeemer
Thurs. Nov 10 – 2:00 – 3:00 pm at Concordia

Thankoffering Service November 13th
On Sunday November 13, as part of our regular worship
service, the Women of the Church will collect their annual Thankoffering and our worship service will include
special elements highlighting those gifts.
The Thankoffering Service is a time for the women to
give thanks to God for all the blessings we receive. For
generations, the women of the church have supported,
through various ways of giving, a church wide organization that supports and equips women to do effective
ministry. Offerings are the only source of financial support for the church wide organization. Whatever is received through God’s grace is blessed for the service of
women.
Thankofferings encourage women to practice giving
thanks and giving monetarily, help Women of the
ELCA provide the resources, events, and programs
women need to support their ministries, and support the
organization’s giving through an annual gift
(undesignated monies) to the ELCA.
Thankoffering envelopes or boxes are available in the
Narthex. All women of the congregation are encouraged
to attend worship that day.

Women Invited to Fall
WELCA/Altar Guild Meeting
Please come and join us as we will review what
we have done in past years and looking for new
ideas too! Wednesday, November 16th at 5:30 in
the Church Basement.
All members of the Altar Guild are encouraged
to attend. No experience is necessary to help
with this ministry. We are looking for additional
members so if you are interested in helping with
Altar Guild or for more information, please call
Sandy Morgan (377-1761). A meal will be
provided!
Mary Chicos will lead us in a project at our
meeting as well. It will be a birch wood
decoration with greens and will cost $20 per
project.
Please see the sign-up sheet in the narthex so we
can get an idea of how many projects Mary will
need to bring supplies for.
Ladies can text Allison at 507–383-8571 if you
would like to be added to the sign-up sheet..
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December 11, 2022
CHANGE of Worship Service Time
to 8:30 am

To help accommodate Redeemer’s Christmas
Program Worship Service, Concordia Lutheran
will switch worship service times with Redeemer
on Sunday, December
11th. Concordia will
worship at 8:30 am and
Redeemer will worship at
10:30 am.

Poinsettias to Decorate
our Church for Christmas
Help us fill the Church with color for the month
of December by purchasing a poinsettia.
You may designate your flowers in
memory or in honor of someone and a list will
be published in the Christmas Eve bulletin.
Please take your poinsettia home after the
evening service on the 24th or you may leave it
to adorn our Sanctuary through the Sundays of
Christmas.
Cost per plant is $10.
Forms will be available in the narthex.
Checks may be made out to Concordia Pickerel
Lake.
All orders must be
received by Sunday,
November 27th.

Ministry Partnership Conversation
The Church Council invites you to a time of
conversation about our ministry partnership with
Redeemer Lutheran Church and the
consideration of creating a permanent ministry
partnership with the Redeemer congregation. On
Sunday, December 11th following the 8:30
worship service we will have a time of donuts
and discussion time, Council leaders will share
in a conversation and have time for questions
and answers about the possibility of moving to a
permanent and on-going ministry partnership
with Redeemer Lutheran. We may offer 1 or 2
additional times for discussion in January if
needed. You are also welcome to connect any of
our Council members or Pastor Kristi at any time
if you have questions about our ministry
partnership with Redeemer.

Salvation Army Angel Tree
Make Christmas merrier for children and families of
Freeborn County by giving a gift to the Angel Tree
Program.
Our annual Salvation Army Angel Tree will be up in
the Narthex.
This year we will be sharing this
giving experience with Redeemer
Church as well! Once the tree is up,
please select an angel tag and return a
new gift for the child on the tag.
Please watch the bulletin for more
information as to when the gifts
should be returned.

Current
The Concordia Church council met on
Wednesday, October 12, 2022, at 7:00pm in
person. Vice President Robert Wittmer called
the meeting to order.
Secretary’s Report: Was given via email.
Treasurer’s Report: Was given via email.
- Total Income of $ 7,093.82
- Total Member Giving $7,082.93
- Total Expenses of $7,030.24
Board of Stewardship: Was given by Amy
Wallin. Amy will have a meeting with her
committee and will be putting small pieces of
information regarding what Stewardship is, in
the bulletin through the month of November.
Board of Lay Ministry: Was given by Lynn
Krueger. Good with ushers and supply of wine.
Board of Church Properties: Was given by
Gordy Toenges. Has the parsonage thermostat
set for colder weather.
Board of Education: Was given by Amy
Schmidt. Nothing to report.
Pastor’s Report: Was given by Pastor Kristi.
A new computer, projector, and all tech stuff has
been ordered and completed through Best Buy.
Was able to get tax exempt. This Sunday we
will host a youth group for an activity and hope
to continue this once a month. Will be hosting
three joint Bible Studies. These will be held on
October 17th, 20, 24th, 27th, and November 7th,
and10th.
Vice President Robert Wittmer called for a
motion to accept all reports. Lynn Kruger made
a motion to accept all reports. RaAnna
Pestorious seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Old Business: No update on the women’s
downstairs bathroom, sounds like this will be a
winter project. December 11th we will have
coffee, doughnuts, and conversation on thoughts
of how the ministry pairing is going and future
partnership.
We will switch service time with Redeemer on
December 11th for them to hold their Sunday
School Christmas program.

Gordy Toenges made a motion to accept the
change in service time on December 11th to
8:30am to accommodate for Redeemer’s
Sunday School Christmas Program. Amy Wallin
seconded the motion.
New Business: Special Service Times during
the Holidays will be as follows
- 7:00pm Thanksgiving Eve joint service with
Redeemer held at Concordia.
- Christmas Eve 4pm, Redeemer; 5:30pm
Concordia; and 10:30pm Redeemer.
- No service Christmas Day
- New Year’s Day joint service with Redeemer
held at Redeemer at 9:30am.
Thought it would be nice to invite any members
of the Redeemer choir to join the Concordia
choir for the Thanksgiving service.
Someone is needed on November 6th to pick up
rolls, milk, and juice. We will share this
information at the service on Sunday.
Idea to order Poinsettias earlier this year so we
may enjoy them longer.
Vice President Robert Wittmer called a motion
to adjourn the meeting. Lynn Kruger made a
motion to adjourn the meeting. Amy Wallin
seconded the motion. Motion carried.
We closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted, Jessica Walters
Members Present: President Chris Sorensen,
Vice-President Robert Wittmer, RaAnna
Pestorious, Amy Wallin, Amy Schmidt, Gordy
Toenges, Lynn Krueger, Jessica Walters,
Administrative Secretary Stephanie Johnson exoffcio and Pastor Kristi Mitchell ex-officio.
Members Absent: Mike Krueger
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Contact Information

Church Council

Church:
69471 190th Street
Albert Lea MN 56007

(507) 265-3355
www.ConcordiaPickerelLake.com
Facebook @Concordia Lutheran
Church of Pickerel Lake
Pastor Kristi Mitchell
Cell: (call or text) (507)-360-1224
pastor@concordiapickerellake.com
Stephanie Johnson:
admin@concordiapickerellake.com
Cell: (507) 402-7437

Chris Sorensen

President

Robert Wittmer

Vice-President

Jessica Walters

Secretary

RaAnna Pestorious

Treasurer

Shane Christensen/
Gordy Toenges

Properties

Mike Krueger/
Lynn Krueger

Lay Ministry

Amy Wallin

Stewardship

Amy Schmidt

Education

Concordia Lutheran Church
of Pickerel Lake
Church Staff
Rev. Kristi Mitchell—Pastor
Stephanie L. Johnson—Administrative Secretary
Kathy Toenges—Organist
David & Michelle Masters—Custodians

