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March 2024 

 
Lent 2024   

The Lenten Season for Concordia Lutheran  

and Redeemer Lutheran Churches 

 Concordia and Redeemer congregations will continue to be sharing in joint worship 
services during the Lenten Season. We will alternate locations each week. 

Wednesday, Mid-Week Lenten Suppers and Services – We will begin with a light 

supper at 5:45 pm followed by a worship service at 6:30 pm.  

 March 6th at Redeemer– 5:45 meal and 6:30 worship 

 March 13th at Concordia– 5:45 meal and 6:30 worship 

 March 20th at Redeemer – 5:45 meal and 6:30 worship 

Holy Week Worship Schedule  

Palm Sunday, March 24th  (services in each congregation) 

8:30 a.m. Service at Redeemer with Palm Processional with children and Holy Communion 

10:30 a.m. Service at Concordia with Palm Processional and Holy Communion 

Maundy Thursday, Thursday, March 28th (services in each congregation) 

 5:30 pm worship at Concordia-Holy Communion, First Communion Students and Stripping of the altar 

7:00 pm worship at Redeemer-Holy Communion, First Communion Students and Stripping of the altar 

Good Friday, March 29th 6:30 p.m. Joint Worship Service at Redeemer – Procession of the Cross 

Easter Sunday, March 31st  (services in each congregation) 

8:30 a.m. at Redeemer with Holy Communion (no fellowship) 

10:30 a.m. at Concordia with Holy Communion (Easter Breakfast before service) 
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First Communion Education for 5th 
Grade students (or any other older 
students that have not had 
communion instruction) and their 
parents will be held at Redeemer 
and Concordia congregations 
beginning in March.  
     Together we will learn about the 
sacrament of Holy Communion, 
learn about the communion ware 

of each congregation, create a special craft for each 
student, and make communion bread that will be served 
the night of your First Communion.  
 
  **Sunday, March 10th 4 to 5:30 pm at Redeemer  

  **Sunday, March 17th 4 to 5:30 pm at Concordia 

  **Sunday, March 24th 4 to 5:30 pm at Redeemer  

     Students will receive their First Communion at the 
Maundy Thursday worship services in their congregation- 
    Concordia  on Thursday, March 28th, at 5:30 pm 
    Redeemer on Thursday, March 28th, at 7:00 pm 
 
Please contact Pastor Kristi if you have questions about the 

First Communion classes. 

Concordia and 

Redeemer Youth Group 

Our next Youth Group 

event is Sunday, March 

24th—12:30-3:30 pm. 

This will be our Random 

Acts of Kindness event. 

We will gather at Concordia Lutheran Church at 

12:30 pm, head into Albert Lea to share in our 

random acts of kindness throughout the 

community. We will be looking for additional 

adults to help provide transportation for our 

group. Please RSVP if you will be attending by 

March 13th to pastor@redeemeralden.com. 

Contact Pastor Kristi (507-360-1224) or Kayla 

Roberts (507-402-9790), our Youth Group 

Assistant, if you have any questions about our 

Youth Group event. 

March is FoodShare Month in Minnesota 
 Alden Area Food Shelf’s annual fund drive is held in conjunction with the state-wide March Campaign which runs 
from February 26th to April 6th.  
 The March Campaign is a program of the Greater Minneapolis Council of Churches (GMCC). It began its work in 1982 
with a campaign advanced by congregations to restock food shelves in the 7 county Twin Cities Metropolitan Area. The effort 
was so successful and the need was so evident, the March Campaign became a statewide program just one year later, which 
now includes contributions from congregations, corporations, and individuals.  
 Alden Area Food Shelf was established in 2003 and has participated in the March Campaign for many years. Every 
dollar collected locally goes directly to the Alden Area Food Shelf to purchase food. Donations of food are also beneficial as 
they fill the shelves directly. The amount of money and food donations collected by the food shelf and the number of clients 
served determines the percentage of dollars individual food shelves receive from GMCC.  
 At the food shelf each client visit is counted. Some people come once a month, some come twice a month while oth-
ers come less frequently. The number of client visits to the Alden Area Food Shelf increased 85% in one year, presenting 
2,475 people in 2023. The pounds of food distributed increased 40% in one year with a total of 53,223 pounds of food in 
2023 that were provided to combat food insecurity. 
 Birgitt Langrud, and Rita Korman, are Co-Directors. “We are impressed with the generosity of our community and 
would like to thank all for helping to fill the shelves at the Alden Area Food Shelf during the month of March and throughout 
the year. We are also very appreciative of the accommodations made by Redeemer. The food shelf has been able to increase 
supplies and function more smoothly.” The March Campaign will un from Monday, February 26th to Saturday, April 6th this 
year. It is the largest effort locally to support the Alden Area Food Shelf. 

  The Alden Area Food Shelf is open each Tuesday afternoon  
from 4 to 6 pm at Redeemer Lutheran Church 

mailto:pastor@concordiapickerellake.com
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Calendar of Events 

 
Date Time Event 

Sun. Mar. 3 10:30am Worship w/communion 

Mon. Mar. 4 6:30 pm Bible Study Session 3 at 
R  

Tues. Mar. 5 9:00 am Quilting 

Wed. Mar. 6 5:45 pm 

6:30pm 

Joint Meal at R  

Joint Worship at R 

Thurs. Mar. 7 1:30 pm Bible Study Session 3 at 
C  

Sun. Mar. 10 10:30am 

4:00 pm 

Worship 

First Communion 
Class—R 

Mon. Mar. 11 6:30 pm Bible Study Session 4 at 
R  

Tues. Mar. 12 9:00am Quilting 

Wed. Mar. 13 5:45 pm 

6:30pm 

7:30pm 

Joint Meal at C  

Joint Worship at C 

Church Council 

Thurs. Mar. 14 1:30 pm Bible Study Session 4 at 
C 

Sun. Mar. 17 10:30am 

 

4:00 pm 

 

Worship w/ communion 

First Communion 
Class—C 

Mon. Mar. 18 6:30 pm Bible Study Session 5 at 
R  

Tues. Mar. 19 9:00am Quilting 

Wed. Mar. 20 5:45 pm 

6:30 pm 

Lenten Meal at R 

Joint Worship at R 

Thurs. Mar. 21 1:30 pm Bible Study Session 5 at 
C 

Sun. Mar. 24 10:30am 

12:30 pm 

4:00 pm 

Palm Sunday Worship 

Youth Group—C 

First Communion Class –
R 

Tues. Mar. 26 9:00am Quilting 

Thurs Mar. 28 5:30 pm Maundy Thursday 
Worship 

Fri. Mar. 29 6:30 pm Good Friday Joint 
Worship at R 

Sun. Mar. 31 9:30 am 

10:30 am 

Easter Breakfast 

Easter Sunday Worship 

Assisting in March 

Organist Kathy Toenges 

Deacon: Lynn Krueger 

Altar Guild: RaAnna Pestorious / Kathy Lutteke 

Banners: RaAnna Pestorious 

Acolytes: 

 March 3 Elliot Christensen 

 March 10 Landon Walters 

 March 17 Cortney Schmidt  

 March 24 Lily Sorensen 

 March 31 Elliot Christensen 

Ushers & Readers 

 March 3 Lindsay & Kayla Thunstedt 

 March 10 Derek & Alex Miller 

 March 17 Wyatt Ladwig & Emma 

 March 24 Greg & Kathy Lutteke 

 March 31 Paul & RaAnna Pestorious 

Financial Update as of 2.20.2024 

Average budgeted monthly expense are 

$9,205 (Seasonal Exceptions) 

 

January Total Offering—$8,420.50 

January Total Expenses— $9,090.54 

Year to Date Total Offering – $17,725..32 

Year to Date Total Expenses - $19,055.48 

 

Thank you so much for your continued 

generosity and support! We are very grateful for 

your faithful giving. 
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March Birthdays 

 
  

 
 

 

Mar 1   Joel Brooks 
Mar 3   Jake Petersen 
  Katelyn Schmidt 
Mar 4   Laural Hanson 
  Danny Steele 
Mar 6   Lori Ladwig 
  Debbie Thunstedt 
Mar 7   Jennifer Miller 
Mar 8   Darrel Turvold 
Mar 10  Giovanni Johnson 
Mar 11  Brittany Mutschler 
Mar 12  Douglas Kuethe 
  Logan Walters 
Mar 16  Dorothy Krueger 
  Adaline Richter 
Mar 19  Susan Hoium 
Mar 20  Chad Schmidt 
Mar 21  Crystal Hamson 
  Larry Richter 
  Aivin Wasmoen 
Mar 22  Richard Hoium 
Mar 23  Ryan Merkouris 
Mar 26  Mark Gilbertson 
Mar 27  Susan Kleinschrodt 
  Clayton Schmidt 
Mar 29  Mark Behrends 
Mar 31  Melissa Bundy 
  Collin Kuethe 

Remember the following in your prayers 
 

The family of Wilma Pestorious,  
Mike Krueger, Larry Hensche,  

and Pat Nelson. 

Meet The Prophets 
Our Bible Study on the prophets continues in March. We will 
explore a general overview of the major and minor prophets, 
what and who are they addressing, when and where did they 
live, and in what kind of world.  In these sessions we will also 
look a bit more in-depth at some of the prophets and their 
relevance for us today. I hope you can plan to join us as we 

“Meet the Prophets”! 

 Session 3 – March 4th - 6:30 pm at Redeemer  

 and March 7th - 1:30 pm at Concordia  

Session 4 – March 11th - 6: 30 pm at Redeemer 

 and March 14th - 1:30 pm at Concordia 

Session 5 – March 18th - 6:30 pm at Redeemer 

 and March 21st - 1:30 pm at Concordia 

Snow Removal Schedule 

Date Parking Lot Sidewalk 

3/4—3/10 Chris Sorensen John Morgan 

3/11—3/17 Dennis Richter Larry Richter 

3/18—3/24 Travis Wasmoen Mark Wallin 

March Anniversaries 

Mar 9  Paul & RaAnna Pestorious 

Mar 31  Gayle & Vicki Kuethe 
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A Message from the 
Church  

Deacons  

The Deacons are adapting a 
new procedure to develop the 
usher/reader list for the church 
year.  In conjunction with the 
Altar Guild and Acolyte 
schedules, the list has been 
developed with names and 
phone numbers for the Sundays 
in each month.  If the assigned 
date doesn’t work, please 
arrange a trade for another date 
that’ll work with someone else, 
preferably from your 
months.  We have more 
Sundays than available people, 
so your name will be on the list 
multiple times.   

April    

Date Name Phone Number 

7th Donna Nelson Family Donna 507-383-2075 

14th  Donna Nelson Family Donna 507-383-2075 

21st Amy Schmidt Family Amy 507-469-2313 

28th  Gordon Toenges Family Gordon 507-383-4476 

May    

5th Allison Morrison Family Allison 507-383.-8571 

12th  Sandy Morgan Family Sandy 507-440-8415 

19th Dan Schmidt Family Dan 612-418-2757 

26th  Amy Drescher Family Amy 507-383-9581 

June    

TBD 
Lynn Krueger & Kandee Pe-

tersen Lynn 507-383-8496 

TBD Paige Bangert Family Lowell 507-391-4047 

July    

TBD Cindy Wichmann Family Cindy 507-402-8202 

TBD Cathy Wittmer Family Cathy 507-456-3324 

August    

TBD Sue Kleinschrodt Family Sue 507-402-5431 

TBD Amy Wallin Family Amy 507-383-6990 

September    

1st Chris Sorensen Family Chris 507-402-4836 

8th  Jane Schmidt Family Jane 507-279-3798 

15th  Laurie Behrends Family Laurie 507-369-4642 

22nd RaAnna Pestorious Family RaAnna 507-402-8071 

29th  Donna Nelson Family Donna 507-383-2075 

October    

6th Allison Morrison Family Allison 507-383-8571 

13th  Sandy Morgan Family Sandy 507-440-8415 

20th Julie Reindal Family Julie 507-383-3921 

27th  Cathy Wittmer Family Cathy 507-369-3664 

November    

3rd Wyatt Ladwig Wyatt 507-402-7559 

10th Kathy Lutteke Family Kathy 507-391-0086 

17th Amy Wallin Family Amy 507-383-6990 

24th Amy Schmidt Family Amy 507-469-2313 

December    

1st Kristine Christensen Family Kristine 507-402-1530 

8th Jo Sorensen Family Jo 507-383-0639 

15th Chris Sorensen Family Chris 507-402-4836 

22nd Jenni Miller Family Jenni 507-402-1470 

29th  Lynn Krueger, Donna Nelson Lynn 507-383-8496 



CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE for  
7

th
, 8

th
, and 9

th
 Grade: 

 
 

No Wednesday night classes during March. 
Students will be participating and assisting 

with Lenten worship services. 
 

Classes resume on Wed. April 3rd 
  

Please call or text Pastor Kristi at  
507-360-1224 or email at 

pastor@concordiapickerellake.com if you 
have any questions about confirmation. 
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Easter Flowers 
 

Help us fill the Church for our Easter Worship 

Service by purchasing a lily. 

You may designate your flowers in memory or 

in honor of someone and a list will be published 

in the Easter Bulletin. 

Please watch for the order forms at church, fill it 

out and place it, together with your check 

written out to the Concordia Pickerel Lake 

Church, in the offering plate or drop off at 

Church Office  

Requests and payment  

must be received by  

Palm Sunday, March 24th.  

Call the Church Office  

if you have any questions. 

Devotional Booklets 

The April –June devotional booklets are 

available for pick up before or after worship in 

the narthex 

March 10th 
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 The Concordia Church council met on 
Wednesday February 14, 2024 at 7:30pm.  
Vice President Robert Wittmer called the 
meeting to order 
Secretary’s report was given via email and 
reviewed 
Treasurer’s Report was given via emailed and 
reviewed 
 Total income of $8,420.50 
 

 Total Member Giving $8,589.13 
 

 Total Expenses of $9,090.54 
 

Board of Stewardship was given by Amy 
Wallin. Nothing to report 
Board of Education 
The second Wednesday gathering has been 
suspended during Lent but will return in April. 
9th grade confirmation will meet for supper 
with their mentor for the next 5 weeks. 
Board of Lay Ministry was given by Lynn 
Krueger 
Candles will be ordered. Bob Nelson will be 
making the usher list and will let members 
know. 
Board of Church Properties was given by 
Chad Miller 
Changed light bulbs in the women's bathroom. 
The council talked about the stairs by the 
kitchen and there is orange strip of tape at the 
bottom of the stairs which can give an optical 
allusion which people have missed stepped and 
fallen or almost fallen. The council talked 
about possibly putting a light at the end of the 
steps. RaAnna Pestorious brought up checking 
into the Concordia Church sign that belongs at 
the Armstrong corner. It’s done and hopefully 
will be placed soon. 
Pastor’s Report 
Installation Day for Council March 3, 2024 
10:30am worship. 
Vacation Feb 22nd –Feb 27, 2024. Pastor 
Daphne Hamborg will be here on Feb 25, 2024. 
Blue Earth Conference Assembly on Feb 18, 
2024, 2:00 pm at Grace, AL. Lenten Worship 

services and meals planned. Still need a server 
at Concordia for March 13th. 
 

Vice President Robert Wittmer called for 
motion to accept all reports. Amy Wallin made 
a motion to accept all reports. RaAnna 
Pestorious seconded the motion. Motion 
carried. 
 

Old Business: 
Nothing to report 
 

New Business: 
Microphone replacement. Pastor Kristi has 
reported the wireless microphone she wears 
has been cutting out lately and does not want to 
mute. Total cost for repairs was about $500.00 
plus $125 for installation. Have Stephanie take 
the money out of the Maintenace Fund. 
Vice president Robert Wittmer called for a 
motion for the wireless microphone to be 
repaired. Lynn Krueger motion for the wireless 
microphone to be repaired. Chad Miller second 
motion. Motion carried. 
Easter Breakfast Kathy Toenges suggested to 
the council about having Easter Breakfast and 
she would take care of what was being served. 
The council approved. 
 

Vice President Robert Wittmer called for a 
motion to adjourn the meeting Amy Wallin 
made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Lynn 
Krueger seconded it. Motion carried. 
 

We closed with “The Lord’s Prayer”. 
 

Respectfully Submitted. Amy Drescher 
Members present: Present President Chris 
Sorensen, Vice President Robert Wittmer, 
RaAnna Pestorious, Lynn Krueger, Chad 
Miller, Amy Drescher, Amy Wallin and Pastor 
Kristi Mitchell 
Members Absent: none 
 
Next meeting is March 13, 
2024 at 7:30pm. 



Contact Information 
Church: 

69471 190th Street 

Albert Lea MN  56007 

 

(507) 265-3355 
 

www.ConcordiaPickerelLake.com 

Facebook @Concordia Lutheran 
Church of Pickerel Lake  

 

Pastor Kristi Mitchell 

Cell: (call or text) (507)-360-1224 

pastor@concordiapickerellake.com 

 

Stephanie Johnson: 

admin@concordiapickerellake.com 

Cell: (507) 402-7437 

 Church Council 

 

Chris Sorensen  President 

Robert Wittmer  Vice-President 

Amy Drescher  Secretary 

RaAnna Pestorious Treasurer 

Shane Christensen/ Properties 
Gordy Toenges 

Mike Krueger/  Lay Ministry 
Lynn Krueger 

Amy Wallin  Stewardship 

   Education 

Concordia Lutheran Church 

of Pickerel Lake 

 

Church Staff 

Rev. Kristi Mitchell—Pastor 

Stephanie L. Johnson—Administrative Secretary 

Kathy Toenges—Organist 

David & Michelle Masters—Custodians 
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