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January 2026 

Christmas Un-Decorating 

Please plan on staying after worship on 
Sunday, January 4th 
to help take down the 
Christmas tree and 
decorations. The more 
people the less time it 
will take. Hope to see 
you there. Thank 
you!! 

Thank You 

 
Thank you to all who contributed 
to the Salvation Army Angel Tree 
gifts. Your generosity is greatly 
appreciated! 

 
Thank you to everyone who 

purchased one of the beautiful 
poinsettias that made our worship 

space so beautiful for  
Christmas Eve. 

Notice of Annual Meeting 

Concordia’s Annual Meeting will be held im-
mediately following our worship service on 

Sunday, January 25th.  

The agenda will include: 
• Board & Committee Reports 

• Election of Council Members and Officers 
• Discuss and approval of the 2026 budget. 

Snow Removal Schedule 

Date Parking Lot Sidewalk 

12/29—1/4 Justin Krueger Ross Krueger 

1/5—1/11 Gordy Toenges Ethan Drescher 

1/12—1/18 Phil Schmidt Shawn Morrison 

1/19—1/25 Doug Kuethe Bob Hanson 

1/26—2/1 Danny Schmidt Tom Behrends 



Remember the following in your prayers 
 

Larry Hensche and Pat Nelson 
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  Calendar of Events 
 

Date Time Event 

Sun. Jan. 4 10:30am Worship w/
communion 
Un-Decorating after  
Worship  

Mon. Jan 5 6:30 pm Bible Study at R 

Tues. Jan. 6  Quilting 

Wed. Jan. 7 5:45pm 
 
7:30pm 

7th & 8th Grade 
Confirmation at R 
9th Gr. Conf at R 

Thurs. Jan 8 2:00 pm Bible Study at C 

Sun. Jan. 11 10:30am Worship  

Tues. Jan. 13  Quilting 

Wed. Jan. 14 5:45pm 
 
7:30 pm 

7th & 8th Grade 
Confirmation at C 
Church Council 

Thurs. Jan. 15 2:00 pm Bible Study at C 

Sun. Jan. 18 10:30am 
 

Worship w/ 
communion 
Youth Group 

Mon. Jan. 19 6:30 pm Bible Study at R  

Tues. Jan. 20  Quilting 

Wed. Jan. 21 5:45pm 7th & 8th Grade 
Confirmation at R 

Thurs. Jan. 23 2:00 pm Bible Study at C 

Sun. Jan. 25 10:30am 
11:30am 

Worship 
Annual Meeting 

Mon. Jan. 26 6:30 pm Bible Study at R 

Tues. Jan. 27  Quilting 

Wed. Jan. 28 5:45pm 7th & 8th Grade 
Confirmation at R 

Sun. Feb 1 10:30am Worship w/ 
communion 

Assisting in January 
 

Organist Kathy Toenges 

 

Deacon: Bob Nelson 

 

Altar Guild: Laurie Behrends / Kathy Toenges 

  

Banners: Kathy Lutteke 

 

Acolytes: 

 Jan. 4  Oliver Christensen 

 Jan. 11 Clayton Schmidt 

 Jan. 18 Lia Sorensen 

 Jan. 25 Maddilyn Behle 

  

Ushers & Readers 

 Jan. 4  Nelson Family 

 Jan. 11  

 Jan. 18  

 Jan. 25  

Remember the 
following in your 

prayers 
Vicki Kuethe, Steven 

Hacker,  Paula Devlaeminck, 

Mark Behle, the Mitchell 

Family, Erin Bremseth and 

Dorothy Krueger. 
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January Birthdays 
 

  
 

 

Jan 2   Donovan Olson 
  Layne Schmidt 
  Mark Wallin 
Jan 6   Alex Kuethe 
Jan 7   Madison Willey 
Jan 10  Kandee Petersen 
Jan 14  Donna Nelson 
Jan 15  Jalynn Boo 
Jan 16  Janelle Merkouris 
Jan. 21  Landon Walters 
Jan 22  Gerrit Schrom 
  Katelyn Smith 
Jan 23  Emily Hartman 
Jan 29  Jasmine Hanson 
Jan 30  Greg Lutteke 
Jan 31  Ethan Drescher 
  Kayla Thunstedt 
  Lindsay Thunstedt 
  Ryan Wallin 

Bible Study for January—Fruits of the Spirit 

Join in the exploration of the Galatians 5 text which lifts up 

the fruits of the Spirit—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. We will 

share in discussion that brings a definition of each of the 

fruits, the Greek language understanding of the word, how 

that fruit was exemplified in Jesus, and other scripture 

references that lift up that fruit.  

  

We will gather on the following days beginning in January: 

 

Monday, Jan 5th—6:30 pm—Love & Joy at Redeemer 
Thursday, Jan 8th—2:00 pm—Love & Joy at Concordia 
Thursday, Jan 15th—2:00 pm—Peace, Patience, Kindness at Concordia 
Monday, Jan 19th—6:30 pm—Goodness & Faithfulness at Redeemer 
Thursday, Jan 22nd—2:00 pm—Goodness & Faithfulness at Concordia 
Monday, Jan 26th—6:30 pm— Gentleness & Self-Control at Redeemer 
Thursday, Jan 29th—2:00 pm—Gentleness & Self-Control at Concordia 

Thank you dear 
faith community 
for your kindness, 
prayers, support, 
cards and 

memorials for me and my family 
during our time of grieving. Bill will 
be missed dearly. We give thanks to God 
that Bill’s pain and suffering has 
ended and he is at eternal rest. Your 
compassion has meant the world to me. 
You have made my burden lighter by 
your wonderful love and care! 

With Sincere Appreciation, 
Pastor Kristi 
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Offering Envelopes Available 

Please pick up your 2026 

offering envelopes in the narthex 

at church and begin using them 

in January. The envelopes help 

your donations to be credited to 

you for your tax purposes and in 

case you have questions about 

what you have given. They also allow you to mail 

your offering if you are not going to be attending 

worship. Please mark contributions intended for 

“Mission Support (also known as Benevolence)” 

either on the envelope or on your check. The system 

has changed from what it was a few years ago. All 

contributions in all envelopes will go to Concordia’s 

“General Fund” unless they are specifically marked 

“Mission Support”. Mission Support Offerings go to 

the greater Church through our Southeastern MN 

Synod. They are used to fund various programs. 

Examples are Pastoral resources, facilitating pastor 

searches for congregations, congregational 

education, campus ministry, seminary education for 

local leaders, Good Earth Village Camp, World 

Hunger, and local and global missions. 

2025 Annual Reports 

All reports are due in the church 
office by January 102th. 

Electronic format/files are preferred 
so they can be reformatted as 
needed without retyping. Please 

email them to admin@concordiapickerellake.com or 
provide them on a flash drive which will be returned to 
you. 

If you have any questions, contact Peter Scharpe 507-
317-9127 or Pastor Kristi 507-360-1224. 

CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE for 7th, 8th, 
and 9th Grade: 

 
WEDNESDAY CONFIRMATION CLASS 
SCHEDULE:  
Jan. 7  5:45-7:15 pm 7th/8th Grade Class at 

Redeemer 

Jan. 7  7:30-8:30 pm 9th Grade Class at Redeemer 

Jan. 14 5:45-7:15 pm 7th/8th Grade Class at Concordia 

Jan. 21 5:45-7:15 pm 7th/8th Grade Class at Redeemer  

Jan. 28 5:45—7:15 pm 7th/8th Grade Class at Redeemer 

Jan. 28 7:30-8:15 pm 9th Gr. Class & Mentors at Redeemer 

 

Please call or text Pastor Kristi at 507-360-1224 or email at 

pastor@concordiapickerellake.com if you have any 

questions about confirmation.  

  Concordia, Redeemer & Bear Lake Youth Groups 
Your Invited—6th-12th Grade— 

We are having a joint  
youth group event! 

 
Youth Group Tubing at Mount Kato on Sunday, February 1st. Meet at Redeemer 

Lutheran in Alden between 12:30 to 1pm. We will leave at 1pm. We will need 

chaperones and drivers. Please contact Pastor Kristi if you are willing to drive. We will be tubing from 2:30-4:30pm. 

Return back to Alden approximately 5:30pm. Cost is $20 per tuber. Please call, text or email Pastor Kristi (507-360-

1224) or Kayla Seedorf (507-402-9790)if you want to participate. Deadline to reserve a spot is January 25th.  



Contact Information 

Church: 

69471 190th Street 

Albert Lea MN  56007 

(507) 265-3355 
www.ConcordiaPickerelLake.com 

Facebook @Concordia Lutheran 
Church of Pickerel Lake  

Pastor Kristi Mitchell 

Cell: (call or text) (507)-360-1224 

pastor@concordiapickerellake.com 

Peter Sharpe 

Cell: (call or text) 507-317-9127 

admin@concordiapickerellake.com 

Church Council 
Chris Sorensen  President 

Robert Wittmer  Vice-President 

Kris Christensen Secretary 

RaAnna Pestorious Treasurer 

Chad Miller  Properties 
 
Lynn Krueger  Lay Ministry 
 
Amy Wallin  Stewardship 

   Education 

Concordia Lutheran Church 

of Pickerel Lake 

Church Staff 

Rev. Kristi Mitchell—Pastor 

Peter Sharpe—Administrative Secretary 

Kathy Toenges—Organist 

David & Michelle Masters—Custodians 

Current 

December Services ~ 

Hanging of the Greens   

& 

Christmas Eve  

2025 

http://www.ConcordiaPickerelLake.com

