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Remember the following in your prayers 
 

Larry Hensche and Pat Nelson 
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  Calendar of Events 
 

Date Time Event 

Tues. Jan. 2 9:00am Quilting 

Wed. Jan. 3 5:45pm 
 
7:30pm 

7th & 8th Grade 
Confirmation at R 
9th Grade 
Confirmation at R 

Sun. Jan. 7 10:30am Worship w/
communion 

Mon. Jan 8 6:30pm Bible Study at R 
Session 7 

Tues. Jan. 9 9:00 am Quilting 

Wed. Jan. 10 5:30pm 
 
5:45pm 
 
7:30pm 

Faith Night 
Preschool—6th Gr. 
7th & 8th Grade 
Confirmation at C 
Church Council 

Thurs. Jan. 11 1:30pm Bible Study at C 
Session 7 

Sun. Jan. 14 10:30am Worship  

Mon. Jan. 15 6:30pm Bible Study at R 
Session 8 

Tues. Jan. 16 9:00am Quilting 

Wed. Jan. 17 5:45pm 7th & 8th Grade 
Confirmation at R 

Thurs. Jan. 18 1:30pm Bible Study at C 
Session 8 

Sun. Jan. 21 10:30am 
 
12:30pm 

Worship w/ 
communion 
Youth Group Wow!
Zone 

Tues. Jan. 23 9:00am Quilting 

Wed. Jan. 24 5:45pm 7th & 8th Grade 
Confirmation at R 

Sun. Jan. 28 10:30am 
11:30am 

Worship 
Annual Meeting 

Tues. Jan. 30 9:00am Quilting 

Wed. Jan. 31 5:45pm 7th & 8th Grade 
Confirmation at R 

Assisting in January 
 

Organist Kathy Toenges 

 

Deacon: Mike Krueger 

 

Altar Guild: Laurie Behrends / Kathy Toenges 

  

Banners: Kathy Lutteke 

 

Acolytes: 

 Jan. 7  Elliot Christensen 

 Jan. 14 Landon Walters 

 Jan. 21 Cortney Schmidt  

 Jan. 28 Lily Sorensen 

  

Ushers & Readers 

 Jan. 7  Shane Christensen Family 

 Jan. 14 Paul & RaAnna Pestorious

 Jan. 21 Mark & Amy Wallin 

 Jan. 28 Chris Sorensen Family 

 

Remember the following in your 
prayers 

 

Larry Hensche, Pat Nelson, and Carlyn Tufte 

sister of JoAnn Sorensen 
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January Birthdays 

 
  

 
 

Jan 2   Donovan Olson 
  Layne Schmidt 
  Mark Wallin 
Jan 6   Alex Kuethe 
Jan 7   Madison Willey 
Jan 10  Kandee Petersen 
Jan 14  Donna Nelson 
Jan 15  Jalynn Boo 
Jan 16  Janelle Merkouris 
Jan. 21  Landon Walters 
Jan 22  Gerrit Schrom 
  Katelyn Smith 
Jan 23  Emily Hartman 
  Wilma Pestorious 
Jan 29  Jasmine Hanson 
Jan 30  Greg Lutteke 
Jan 31  Ethan Drescher 
  Kayla Thunstedt 
  Lindsay Thunstedt 
  Ryan Wallin 

Join Us for Adult Bible Study – 

“How to Read the Book of Revelation” 

We will be finishing up our study of the book of Revelation in January. Please join us in 

our last 2 sessions to explore the imagery and purpose of Revelation. We will hear from 

Dr. Barbara Rossing, Professor of New Testament at Lutheran School of Theology, 

Chicago through video presentations as she shares her teachings and insights with us on 

the book of Revelation. 

We will gather on these dates: 

 

Jan. 8 6:30 pm Session 7 at Redeemer 

Jan. 11 1:30 pm Session 7 at Concordia 

Jan. 15 6:30 pm Session 8 at Redeemer 

Jan. 18 1:30 pm Session 8 at Concordia 

Financial Update as of 12.19.2023 

Average budgeted monthly expense are 

$9,310.00 (Seasonal Exceptions) 

November Total Offering—$8,816.50  

November Total Expenses— $9,241.95  

Year to Date Total Offering – $103,015.08  

Year to Date Total Expenses - $115,102.89  

Thank you so much for your continued 

generosity and support! We are very grateful for 

your faithful giving. 
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Offering Envelopes Available 

Please pick up your 2024 offering envelopes in 
the narthex at church and begin using them in 
January. The envelopes help your donations to 
be credited to you for your tax purposes and in 
case you have questions about what you have 
given. They also allow you to mail your 
offering if you are not going to be attending 
worship. Please mark contributions intended 
for “Benevolence” either on the envelope or on 
your check. The system has changed from what 
it was a few years ago. All contributions in all 
envelopes will go to Concordia’s “General 
Fund” unless they are specifically marked 
“Benevolence.” Benevolence Offerings go to 
the greater Church through the SE MN Synod. 
They are used to fund various programs. 
Examples are Pastoral resources, facilitating 
Pastor searches for congregations and Mission 
Support. 

Snow Removal Schedule 
 

2023 Annual Reports 

All reports are due in the church office by 
January 7th. 

Electronic format/files are preferred so 
Stephanie can reformat as needed without 
retyping.  

Please email them to 
admin@concordiapickerellake.com or provide 
them on a flash drive which will be returned to 
you. 

If you have any questions, contact Stephanie 
Johnson at 507-402-7437 

Date Parking Lot Sidewalk 

1/1—1/7 Justin Krueger Ross Krueger 

1/8—1/14 Gordy Toenges Danny Richter 

1/15—1/21 Phill Schmidt Shawn Morrison 

1/22—1/28 Chuck Reindal Chad Schmidt 

1/29—2/4 Doug Kuethe Bob Hanson 

Christmas Decorations to be 

Removed 

Please plan on staying 
after worship on 
Sunday, Jan. 7th to help 
take down the Christmas 
tree and decorations. 
The more people the 
less time it will take. 
Hope to see you there. 

Thank You 

 
Thank you to all who contributed to 
the Salvation Army Angel Tree 
gifts. Your generosity is greatly 
appreciated! 

 
Thank you to everyone who purchased one of 

the beautiful poinsettias that made 
our worship space so beautiful in 

December 
 
 
 



CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE for  
7

th
, 8

th
, and 9

th
 Grade: 

 
WEDNESDAY CONFIRMATION CLASS SCHEDULE:  
Jan. 3   5:45-7:15 pm 7th/8th Grade Class at Redeemer 

Jan. 3  7:30-8:30 pm 9th Grade Class at Redeemer 

Jan. 10 5:45-7:15 pm 7th/8th Grade Class at Concordia 

Jan. 17 5:45-7:15 pm 7th/8th Grade Class at Redeemer  
Jan. 24 5:45—7:15 pm 7th/8th Grade Class at Redeemer 
Jan. 31 5:45-7:15 pm 7th/8th Grade Class at Redeemer 
 

Please contact Pastor Kristi (507-360-1224) if you have 
any questions about Confirmation.  

  

Concordia and Redeemer Youth Group 

  

Join us for our Youth Group event for Concordia and 
Redeemer students (in 6th through 12th grade). You are invited 
to gather together on Sunday, January 21st at 12:30 pm 
at Redeemer to head out for our Laser Tag and Bowling 
Event at the WOW! Zone in Mankato.  

Cost will be $10.00 per student. Please email or text Pastor Kristi 
(507-360-1224) if you are planning to attend so we can plan enough transportation for 
everyone. Invite a friend to join you!! We will have a meal together as well and hope to 
return home by 5 pm. 
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Update from our Quilters 

Our quilters recently delivered 18 quilts to 

Youth for Christ and 17 Christmas patterned 

quilts to "Spirit of Christmas" at the  

Alden School.   

All will be given as Christmas gifts to those  

in need.    
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The Concordia Church Council met on 
Wednesday, December 13, 2023 at 7:30pm. Vice 
President Robet Wittmer called the meeting to 
order. 
 
GUEST: Donna Nelson regarding parsonage 
being empty concerns. The Council has been 
discussing the parsonage for a long time and 
decided to explore more information on options 
for the parsonage. 
Secretary’s report was given via email and 
reviewed.  
Treasurer’s Report was given via emailed and 
reviewed. 
Total income of $191,718.27 
Total Member Giving $94,541.94 
Total Expenses of $105,880.29 
Board of Stewardship was given by Amy Wallin 
went over budget worksheet 
Board of Education 
Group of parents meet monthly but did not meet 
in Dec 2023. 
Board of Lay Ministry was given by Lynn 
Krueger 
  December ushers scheduled has been mailed to 
the members. Supplies of wine is good. 
Board of Church Properties was given by Gordy 
Toenges 
Church sign by the Armstong corner will be 
done and in place after Christmas. The furnace is 
on at the parsonage and will go through this 
week to run water in the sinks, toilets. RaAnna 
Pestorious like the closet doors where the salt for 
the sidewalk is located to be refinished. She 
volunteered to refinish the closet after Jan 2024. 
Salt will be moved outdoors and no longer kept 
inside in the closet. Gordy will get a container 
where the salt can be located outside the church. 
Pastor’s Report 
Youth Group event Dec 17, 2023 2-5pm at 
Redeemer 
   Christmas Eve Services Redeemer 4:00pm, 
Concordia 5:30pm, Redeemer 10:30pm. 
Vacation Dec 26,2023 –Dec 31,2023. 
 

 Vice President Robert Wittmer called for motion 
to accept all reports. Amy Wallin made a motion 
to accept all reports. RaAnna Pestorious 
Seconded the motion. 
Motion carried. 
Old Business: 
Fellowship for Sunday Dec 31, 2023 Sorensen 
family to serve. Christmas cookie potluck bring a 
plate of cookies to share. 
New Business: 
Annual meeting date on Jan 28,2024 after church 
all Annual Reports due to Stephanie by Jan 7, 
2024. Gordy proposed Nestle candy bars bought 
for Christmas Eve service. It’s an old tradition 
for Concordia Lutheran Church.  
Regarding nominations to fill open positions. 
Pastor Kristi recommended to the Council to 
bring forward to the congregation at the annual 
meeting to suspend the Board of Education need 
of filling these open positions until the 
Concordia Lutheran Church constitution has 
been updated and committee needs evaluated by 
Council. Council will make the recommendation 
to the congregation at the Annual Meeting. 
Other: 
Parish Council meeting Jan. 24, 2024 at 7:30pm 
Redeemer 
 
Vice President Robert Wittmer called for a 
motion to adjourn the meeting Amy Wallin made 
a motion to adjourn the meeting. Lynn Krueger 
seconded it. Motion carried. 
 
We closed with “The Lord’s Prayer”. 
 
Respectfully Submitted. Amy Drescher 
Members present: Present Chris Sorensen, Vice 
President Robert Wittmer, RaAnna Pestorious, 
Lynn Krueger, Gordy Toenges, Amy Drescher, 
Pastor Kristi Mitchell 
Absent: Stephanie Johnson 
Ex-officio  
Next meeting is Dec 13,2023 
at 7:30am. 
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Sandy Heine and Joan Wittmer 

receiving poinsettias from WELCA. 

Delivered by Cindy Wichmann , 

Kathy Toenges, and Jane Schmidt. 

Hanging of the Greens 

Worship Service 



Contact Information 
Church: 

69471 190th Street 

Albert Lea MN  56007 

 

(507) 265-3355 
 

www.ConcordiaPickerelLake.com 

Facebook @Concordia Lutheran 
Church of Pickerel Lake  

 

Pastor Kristi Mitchell 

Cell: (call or text) (507)-360-1224 

pastor@concordiapickerellake.com 

 

Stephanie Johnson: 

admin@concordiapickerellake.com 

Cell: (507) 402-7437 

 Church Council 

 

Chris Sorensen  President 

Robert Wittmer  Vice-President 

Jessica Walters  Secretary 

RaAnna Pestorious Treasurer 

Shane Christensen/ Properties 
Gordy Toenges 

Mike Krueger/  Lay Ministry 
Lynn Krueger 

Amy Wallin  Stewardship 

Amy Schmidt  Education 

Concordia Lutheran Church 

of Pickerel Lake 

 

Church Staff 

Rev. Kristi Mitchell—Pastor 

Stephanie L. Johnson—Administrative Secretary 

Kathy Toenges—Organist 

David & Michelle Masters—Custodians 
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http://www.ConcordiaPickerelLake.com

