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February 2024 

 
Lent 2024   

The Lenten Season for Concordia Lutheran  

and Redeemer Lutheran Churches 

 Concordia and Redeemer congregations will be sharing in joint worship 
services that will be alternating locations throughout the Lenten Season 
beginning with Ash Wednesday on February 14th. Please note the 

following worship schedule of worship services through Holy 
Week. 

  

Ash Wednesday Joint Worship Service on February 14th - 6:30 pm at Concordia  

– Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes 

 

For our mid-week Lenten services, we will begin with a light meal at 
5:45 each week, rotating the location of the meal and service. 
Volunteers are needed in each congregation to assist in providing the 
light meal (perhaps soup or hotdish, bread or sandwiches, chips, bars 
or cookies, etc.) Please see sign-ups at each congregation.  

 

Wednesday, February 21st Lenten Week 1 5:45 pm meal and 6:30 pm worship at Redeemer 

Wednesday, February 28th Lenten Week 2 5:45 pm meal and 6:30 pm worship at Concordia 

Wednesday, March 6th  Lenten Week 3 5:45 pm meal and 6:30 pm worship at Redeemer 

Wednesday, March 13th  Lenten Week 4 5:45 pm meal and 6:30 pm worship at Concordia 

Wednesday, March 20th  Lenten Week 5 5:45 pm meal and 6:30 pm worship at Redeemer 
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Holy Week Worship Schedule  

Palm Sunday, March 24th  (services in each congregation) 

8:30 a.m. Service at Redeemer with Palm Processional with children and Holy Communion 

10:30 a.m. Service at Concordia with Palm Processional and Holy Communion 

Maundy Thursday, Thursday, March 28th (services in each congregation) 

 5:30 pm worship at Concordia-Holy Communion, First Communion Students and Stripping of the altar 

7:00 pm worship at Redeemer-Holy Communion, First Communion Students and Stripping of the altar 

Good Friday, March 29th 6:30 p.m. Joint Worship Service at Redeemer – Procession of the Cross 

Easter Sunday, March 31st  (services in each congregation) 

8:30 a.m. at Redeemer with Holy Communion (no fellowship) 

10:30 a.m. at Concordia with Holy Communion  

The Disciples as Friends – Lenten Dramas for 2024 
  

These Lenten dramas bring to life the struggles that Jesus’ disciples faced 
at the time of his death and resurrection. The dramas follow the se-
quence of the Passion Story: Matthew and Palm Sunday excitement, Si-
mon Peter and Good Friday despair, Mary Magdalene and Holy Saturday 
grief, Martha and Easter hope, Thomas and Easter mission. The dramas 
also connect a modern-day character which is suffering a crisis of faith 
with one of these followers of Jesus. Through the dramas, the biblical 
and modern-day characters become friends. They bring hope and faith 
to modern-day life. The dramas were written by Timothy R. Strommen.  

 

This year the following pastors will share in preparing these dramas for 
the participating congregations:  

Rev. Dr. Jeanette Bidne, Trinity Lutheran Church, Blue Earth, MN 

Rev. Josh Enderson, Hayward & Trondhjem Lutheran Churches, Albert 
Lea & Austin, MN 

Rev. Kristi Mitchell, Redeemer Lutheran Church, Alden, MN  & Concordia 
Lutheran Church of Pickerel Lake, Albert Lea, MN 

Rev. Matt Griggs, Central Freeborn Lutheran Church, Albert Lea, MN & 
East Freeborn Lutheran Church, Albert Lea, MN 
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Calendar of Events 

 

Date Time Event 

Sun. Feb. 4 10:30am Worship w/
communion 

Tues. Feb. 6 9:00 am Quilting 

Wed. Feb. 7 5:45 pm 
 
7:30pm 

7th & 8th Grade 
Confirmation at R 
9th Grade Conf at R 

Sun. Feb. 11 10:30am 
 

Worship 
 

Tues. Feb. 13 9:00am Quilting 

Wed. Feb. 14 6:30 pm 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm 

Joint Ash 
Wednesday w/ 
communion at C 
No Confirmation 
Classes 
Church Council 

Sun. Feb. 18 10:30am 
 
2:00 pm 

Worship w/ 
communion 
BERC Meeting in 
Albert Lea 

Mon. Feb. 19 6:30pm Bible Study at R 

Tues. Feb. 20 9:00am Quilting 

Wed. Feb. 21 5:45 pm 
6:30 pm 
 

Lenten Meal at R. 
Joint Worship at R 

Thurs. Feb. 22 1:30 pm Bible Study at C 

Sun. Feb. 25 10:30am Worship 

Mon. Feb. 26 6:30pm Bible Study at R 

Tues. Feb. 27 9:00am Quilting 

Wed. Feb. 28 5:45 pm 
6:30 pm 
 

Lenten Meal at C 
Joint Worship at C 

Thurs. Feb. 29 1:30 pm Bible Study at C 

CONFIRMATION SCHEDULE for  
7

th
, 8

th
, and 9

th
 Grade: 

 
Feb. 7        5:45—7:15 pm  

 7th/8th Grade Confirmation Class at Redeemer 

Feb. 7      7:30-8:30 pm  

  9th Grade Confirmation Class at Redeemer 

Feb. 14  No classes—Ash Wednesday Service  

Feb. 21 & 28 No classes— Students assist with 
Lenten services. 

  

Please call or text Pastor Kristi at  
507-360-1224 or email at 

pastor@concordiapickerellake.com  
if you have any questions about confirmation. 

Assisting in February 

Organist Kathy Toenges 

Deacon: Wayne Olson 

Altar Guild: Kris Christensen / 

Kathy Toenges 

Banners: Kathy Lutteke 

Acolytes: 

 Feb. 4  Elliot Christensen 

 Feb. 11 Landon Walters 

 Feb. 18 Cortney Schmidt  

 Feb. 25 Lily Sorensen 

Ushers & Readers 

 Feb. 4  Shawn & Allison Morrison 

 Feb. 11 Bob & Donna Nelson 

 Feb. 18 Jim Thunstedt Family 

 Feb. 25 Todd & Amy Drescher 
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February Birthdays 

 
  

 
 

Feb 1   Jay Johnson 
Feb 3   Thomas Behrends 
Feb 4   Hollie Draayer 
Feb 5   Nicole Brooks 
Feb 7   Elliot Christensen 
Feb 8   Amy Drescher 
  Kelsey Hall 
Feb 10   David Hensche 
  Lettie Ann Wallin 
Feb 13   Nordean Krueger 
  Wayne Olson 
Feb 14   Thomas Kleinschrodt 
Feb 15   Eric Knight, Jr. 
  Adam Madrigal 
  Ray Madrigal 
Feb 16   Andrea Bangert 
Feb 18   Emma Morrison 
Feb 19   Linda Schmidt 
Feb 21   Jeremy Hensche 
  Mark Krueger 
Feb 25   Leah Schmidt 
Feb 27   Jerome Baer  

Remember the following in your prayers 
 

Bob and Willma Pestorious 
Larry Hensche 

Pat Nelson 

Meet The Prophets 

 This 5 week series of studies will 
help in getting acquainted with the 
prophets and their books in the Old 
Testament. We will explore a 
general overview of the major and 
minor prophets, what and who are they addressing, when and 
where did they live, and in what kind of world.  In these 
sessions we will also look a bit more in-depth at some of the 
prophets and their relevance for us today. I hope you can plan 

to join us as we “Meet the Prophets”! 

 Session 1 – Feb. 19th- 6:30 pm at Redeemer 

 and Feb.22nd - 1:30 pm at Concordia 

Session 2 – Feb. 26th - 6:30 pm at Redeemer  

  and Feb. 29th 1:30 pm at Concordia 

Session 3 – March 4th - 6:30 pm at Redeemer  

 and March 7th - 1:30 pm at Concordia  

Session 4 – March 11th - 6: 30 pm at Redeemer 

 and March 14th - 1:30 pm at Concordia 

Session 5 – March 18th - 6:30 pm at Redeemer 

 and March 21st - 1:30 pm at Concordia 

Snow Removal Schedule 

Date Parking Lot Sidewalk 

2/5—2/11 Dany Steele Jay Johnson 

2/12—2/18 Mike Krueger Ryan Draayer 

2/19—2/25 Bob Nelson Greg Lutteke 

2/26—3/3 Mitch Kuethe Ryan Wallin 

Financial Update as of 1.25.2024 

Average budgeted monthly expense were 

$9,310.00 (Seasonal Exceptions) 

December Total Offering—$13,036.64 

December Total Expenses— $10,415.73 

2023 Total Offering – $107,578.58 

2023 Total Expenses - $107,472.00  

Thank you so much for your continued 

generosity and support! We are very grateful for 

your faithful giving. 



Current 

 The Concordia Church council met on 
Wednesday January 10, 2024 at 7:30pm. Vice 
President Robert Wittmer called the meeting to 
order 
 
Secretary’s report was given via email and 
reviewed 
Treasurer’s Report was given via emailed and 
reviewed 
Total income of $205,205.62 
Total Member Giving $107,578.58 
Total Expenses of $116,296.02 
Board of Stewardship was given by Amy Walli 
  Went over Treasure Report layout 
Board of Education 
    Faith night on 1/10/2024 was a success 
Board of Lay Ministry was given by Lynn 
Krueger 
Wine was bought. Usher list for February is 
completed and mailed out to the members. 
Board of Church Properties was given by 
Gordy Toenges 
The glass door to the back entrance has been 
fixed and seems to close better. There is a 
plastic container with salt in it outside by the 
back door. 
Pastor’s Report 
Youth Group bowling in Mankato on Jan 21, 
2024 at 12:30pm 
 
Vice President Robert Wittmer called for 
motion to accept all reports. Amy Wallin made 
a motion to accept all reports. Lynn Krueger 
seconded the motion. Motion carried. 
 
Old Business: 
-Annual meeting Jan. 28, 2024 after church 
service. Nominations were discussed. 
-Looking at reviewing job descriptions to 
reflect current needs and duties. Council will 
create a plan for review.  
-Follow up on parsonage related information. 
The council did have someone come visit the 
parsonage and their recommendation was not 

to rent the parsonage out. Other options for the 
parsonage are to sell, move the parsonage or 
just keep it. 
More to explore. 
-Pastor will begin this year to work on update 
of our constitution for Concordia Lutheran 
Church and seeking a couple people to look it 
over with her. 
-If there is a need for cancellation of worship 
services due to weather concerns members will 
be notified by email or use KAAL. 
 
New Business: 
-Confirmation is usually on the 1st Sunday in 
May but pastor and families would like to 
change confirmation to April 28, 2024 instead. 
Council Approved. 
-Move $80,000 from Maintenance Saving to a 
CD. Also move $10,000 from Memorial 
Savings to a CD. Vice President Robert 
Wittmer suggested to move $80,000 from 
Maintenance Savings and $10,000 from 
Memorial Saving to 2 separate CDs at 
Arcadian Bank. RaAnna Pestorious made a 
motion to move the money into CDs as 
suggested by Robert Wittmer. Gordy Toenges 
second the motion. Motion carried. 
 
Other: 
 Parish Council meeting Jan 24, 2024 at 
7:30pm Redeemer 
 
Vice President Robert Wittmer called for a 
motion to adjourn the meeting. Amy Wallin 
made a motion to adjourn the meeting. RaAnna 
Pestorious seconded it. Motion carried. 
 
We closed with “The Lord’s 
Prayer”. 
 
Respectfully Submitted. 
Amy Drescher 
 
 



Contact Information 
Church: 

69471 190th Street 

Albert Lea MN  56007 

 

(507) 265-3355 
 

www.ConcordiaPickerelLake.com 

Facebook @Concordia Lutheran 
Church of Pickerel Lake  

 

Pastor Kristi Mitchell 

Cell: (call or text) (507)-360-1224 

pastor@concordiapickerellake.com 

 

Stephanie Johnson: 

admin@concordiapickerellake.com 

Cell: (507) 402-7437 

 Church Council 

 

Chris Sorensen  President 

Robert Wittmer  Vice-President 

Amy Drescher  Secretary 

RaAnna Pestorious Treasurer 

Shane Christensen/ Properties 
Gordy Toenges 

Mike Krueger/  Lay Ministry 
Lynn Krueger 

Amy Wallin  Stewardship 

   Education 

Concordia Lutheran Church 

of Pickerel Lake 

 

Church Staff 

Rev. Kristi Mitchell—Pastor 

Stephanie L. Johnson—Administrative Secretary 

Kathy Toenges—Organist 

David & Michelle Masters—Custodians 
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http://www.ConcordiaPickerelLake.com

