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December Birthdays

Steven Hacker
Andrea Madrigal
Steven Schmidt -
Barbara Hensche zﬁ}?”i%’fejz”g‘
Hailey Schmidt -® @
Seth Anderson E
Pat Nelson
Jaxon Howland
Alyssa Kuethe, Cora Hall,
Kylie Hall

Scott Gilbertson,

James Perschbacher
Callen Hall

Ann Schmidt

David Ohm

Ross Krueger

Dottie Lahti

Loralea Hensche,

Sandra Tomschin

Wayne Ladwig

Remember the following in
your prayers

Paula Devlaeminck, Mark Behle,
Steve Hacker, Nordean and
Dorothy Krueger, Henry Beaver, Bill Mitchell,

and Vicki Kuethe

o Advent—Devotional
“&[L"f Booklets are available in
mf%/’*fﬁ@ﬁ the Church Narthex for
EVOTIONALS anyone who would like to
take one home and use through this Advent
Season.

Happy Anniversary!

A Dec.1 Chad & Leah Schmidt
FAys 1 Dec.3 Terry & Kay Bendickson
(Pnniversart” :
S« B&  Dec.4 Thomas & Laurie Behrends




Calendar of Events Assisting in December

Mon. 12/1  6:30 pm Parish Council Meeting at Redeemer Organist Kathy Toenges
Tues. 12/2  Quilting
Wed. 12/3  5:45-7:15 pm 7th & 8th Grade Confirmation Deacon: Lynn Krueger

Class at Redeemer
7:30-8:30 pm 9th Grade Confirmation Classat | | Altar Guild:  Jenni Miller, JoAnn Sorensen

Redeemer

Sun.12/7  2nd Sunday of Advent Banners: RaAnna Pestorious
10:30 am Worship with Holy Communion

Tues. 12/9  Quilting Acolytes:

Wed. 12/10 5:45 Confirmation/Program Practice at Dec. 7 Lia Sorensen
Redeemer Dec. 14  Katelyn Schmidt
7:30 pm Church Council Meeting Dec.21  Madelyn Behle

Sun. 12/14  3rd Sunday of Advent Dec. 28  Cortney Schmidt

Time Change 8:30 am Worship
Ushers & Readers

Dec. 7 Jenni Miller Family
Dec. 14  Donna Nelson Family

o Dec.21  Jo Sorensen Family
Wed. 12/17 5:45-7:15 pm 7th/8th Grade Confirmation Class Dec. 28 Lynn Krueger/Mark Krueger

at Redeemer

10:30 am Sunday School Program at Redeemer
2—4 pm Youth Group at Redeemer
Tues. 12/16 Quilting

Sun. 12/21  4th Sunday of Advent
10:30 am Worship Service with Holy Snow Removal Schedule
Communion Date Parking Lot  Sidewalk
Elvebak/Petersen Christmas at Concordia
Wed. 12/24 Christmas Eve Services 12/1-12/7  Ryan Merkouris - Caleb )
4:00 pm Worship with Holy Communion at Merkouris
Redeemer 12/8-12/14 Dave Sorensen Blake
gfr?czz;i\;Vorshlp with Holy Communion at Mutschler
No Confirmation Classes—Christmas Break 12/15- Ryan Walters ~ Mark Krueger
Thurs.12/25 Christmas Day-Church and Office Closed 12/21
No Worship Service at Concordia or Redeemer 12/22- Chad Miller Derek Miller
Sun. 12/28 9:00 am Joint Worship Service—Service of 12/28
Lessons and Carols at Concordia
10:00 am Christmas Cookie/Treat Potluck 12/29-1/4  Justin Krueger Ross Krueger
Fellowship
Pastor Kristi on Vacation Dec. 28-31

Wed. 12/31 No Confirmation—Christmas Break TS T Trme T T T ST T T T T !
1 Please Note: No worship service on December i
Thurs. 1/1/2026 New Year’s Day—Church and Office

cl : 25th—Christmas Day at either Concordia or
osed 1
i Redeemer




“The Concordj:

Making Chistmas Redeemer and Concordia

Cookies and Ornaments

Youth Group

_Our next Youth Group event is
\ Q Sunday, December 14th—2-4

v .
’& pm. Join us at Redeemer church as

we work on making Christmas

9 cookies and ornaments to be given
to our homebound members of each congregation. We will
enjoy snacks and some Christmas Games tool Contact Pastor
Kristi or Kayla Seedorf, our Youth Group Assistant if you
have any questions about our Youth Group event. Invite a

friend to join youl!

d Christmas Eve Worship
Services

Wednesday, December 24,
2025

4:00 pm at Redeemer

5:30 pm at Concordia

Join us as we celebrate the Birth of Our Lord in worship
with singing carols, hearing the Word, candle lighting,
and sharing in Holy Communion.

\l[,

WEDNESDAY
Z  CONFIRMATION CLASS
L /N SCHEDULE:
Confirmation pec: 3. sias—7:15 pm 7enveen

Grade Class at Redeemer

Dec. 3 7:30-8:30 pm 9th Gr. Class at Redeemer

Dec. 10 5:45 pm Confirmation/Christmas Program
Rehearsal

Dec. 17 5:45-7:15 pm 7th/8th Grade Class at
Redeemer

Dec. 24 No Confirmation Classes—Christmas Break

Dec. 31 No Confirmation Classes—Christmas Break

Please contact Pastor Kristi (507-360-1224) if you have
any questions about Confirmation.

Join us for Worship on
Sunday, December 28th at
9:00 am for a Service of

Christmas Lessons and

" LESSONS
m
CAROLS

Redeemer Lutheran and Concordia Lutheran at

Carols. This will be a joint
worship service for

Concordia.

For our fellowship time after worship on the 28th we are
inviting you bring some Christmas cookies or treats to
share. Enjoy a “Christmas Cookie Potluck” Fellowship!

December 14, 2025

CHANGE of Worship Service Time to
8:30 am

To help accommodate Redeemer’s Christmas Program
Worship Service, Concordia Lutheran will switch worship
service times with Redeemer on Sunday, December 14",
Concordia will worship at 8:30 am and Redeemer will
worship at 10:30 am.

B You are invited to the
| Redeemer/Concordia
3 sunday School Christmas
Program on Sunday,
December 14th at 10:30
a.m. The children will help lead

v
P

TR A on AN

us in worship and share the story
“Christmas Isnt Christmas.”

Join us following the service for a baked potato meal
and birthday cake for Jesus.




Bible Study for
» January—Fruits of the
Spirit
“\. Join in the exploration of the
Galatians 5 text which lifts up
: the fruits of the Spirit—Ilove,
\” joy, peace, patience,
- \ LO”E&%%@?‘SS@%T%QCC'; kindness, goodness,
e es e T\ faithfulness, gentleness, and
.)g self-control. We will share in
74" discussion that brings a
definition of each of the fruits, the Greek language
understanding of the word, how that fruit was

exemplified in Jesus, and other scripture references
that lift up that fruit.

We will gather on the following days beginning in
January:

Monday, Jan 5th—6:30 pm—Love and Joy at
Redeemer

Thursday, Jan 8th—2:00 pm—Love and Joy at
Concordia

Open Council & Committee Positions

The nominating committee will be calling
members regarding open council and committee
positions. There are many opportunities to serve
and be a part of team leadership in the
congregation, and these roles are essential in
Concordia's ministry.

If you are contacted, we hope you will
prayerfully consider saying yes and serving in
this way. If you have questions about council or
committees please contact Chris Sorensen,
Council President or Pastor Kristi.

Salvation Army Angel Tree

Make Christmas merrier for children and
families of Freeborn County by giving a gift to
the Angel Tree Program.

This year we will be sharing this giving
experience with Redeemer Church as well!

Our annual Salvation Army Angel Tree is up in
the Narthex. Please select an angel tag and return
a new gift for the child on the tag.

Retail price of the toys or games should be $15-
$20 (but take advantage of sales for lower
prices). New clothing is also acceptable.

Gifts should be returned to the church
unwrapped by December 10" so we can deliver
to Salvation Army in Albert Lea by the
December 11th deadline. If you cannot drop the
gift off at church, please drop it off at the
Salvation Army in Albert Lea no later than
Thursday, December 11th.

\-/ @
W= i
L , Cafar your burden

( upon ‘H/xc Lorp and

.\% H’o will gustain you;

Hc will never allon the
‘h’/ové to be shaken.

Falm 55:22, NASB

Connect with Concordia on Social Media

Like us on facebook.com/ConcordiaPLake

©

Follow us on Instagram @concordiapl




Church Council Minutes for 11/12/2025

Members Present: Bob Wittmer, Kris Christensen, Lynn
Krueger, Amy Wallin, Chris Sorensen, Chad Miller, and
RaAnna Pestorious

Ex-Officio Member- Past Kristi Mitchell

Vice President Bob Wittmer called the meeting to order.

Secretary’s report was given and reviewed for October.
Motion to approve. Seconded. Approved.

Treasurer’s Report was given and reviewed for October.
*Income $14,642.92

*Total Expenses $12,227.15

*Net Income $2,415.77

Motion to approve. Seconded. Approved.

Board of Stewardship
The committee will meet soon to go over next year’s budget
proposal.

Education
Sunday school kids sang at worship on 11/9/25.

Lay Ministry
None

Board of Church Properties

The sheet rock in the narthex has been fixed. The water was
tested again and it was all good. We have one more month of
testing the water before we no longer have to do that. One
thermostat has been installed and is working good.

Pastor Report

The pastor will be doing continuing education days on
Monday 11/17- Sunday 11/23/2025. The Wendt/Enderson
Wedding will be held on 11/29/2025. On 11/16/25 the youth
group will be getting together and making Thanksgiving cards
and making a harvest mix to give to our senior members. In
December they will make cookies and ornaments. Thursday,
11/13/25 is the last bible study of 2025. WELCA and the altar
guild met on Tuesday 11/11/25 and there was a great
turnout.

Lynn made a motion to accept all reports. RaAnna Seconded.
Approved.

= The Concor

Council Minutes

Old Business

Hanging of the Greens service will 11/30/25 and is all ready
to go. The sign-up for the meal is in the narthex and will
remain there until 11/23/25. The tree, wedding banners,
balcony swag and window treatments will be put up after
church on 11/23/25.

New Business

There is a New Paid Leave law for Minnesota, Pastor will
take care of informing our employees of the new law and
hand them the documentation. Christmas Eve worship will
be held at 5:30pm. Nominations committee will need to
discuss what positions we need and who is going off and
who is staying. Due to the Christmas program at Redeemer
on Dec 14, 2025, church will start at 8:30am instead of
10:30am. The Salvation Army giving tree will be setup by
11/23/25 and gifts will be due December 10th.

Other Business
The Parish council will meet December 1st at 6:30pm at
Redeemer.

The annual meeting will be held on 1/25/25 following
worship service. RaAnna made a motion to approve when to
hold the annual meeting and Lynn seconded, motion
passed.

Leonard Breamer donated $150,000 to the church to be
used at our own discretion, and $100,000 to the cemetery in
which they can use for whatever they decide. Further
discussion of the use of the money donated to church will
be on the agenda for December.

Amy called a motion to adjourn the meeting. Lynn
Seconded. Approved. Meeting adjourned. We closed with
“The Lord’s Prayer”.

Respectfully submitted,
Kristine Christensen, Secretary

Next meeting will be held on December 10th at 7:30 pm
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The legend of the Poinsettia
According to a beloved Mexican Christmas legend, the poinsettia began as a very humble gift. A young girl named
Pepita wanted to bring a present to the Christ Child on Christmas Eve, but she was poor and had nothing to give. As
she walked to church, she picked some simple green weeds from the roadside, feeling embarrassed that this was all
she had. When she laid them at the nativity in faith, the leaves miraculously turned a brilliant red, becoming the first
“Flower of the Holy Night.”
The story reminds us that God receives even our smallest offerings when they are given in love. As our sanctuary is
filled with poinsettias this Christmas, they are more than decorations—they are a reminder that Christ treasures every
gift, every prayer, and every act of love we bring to Him.

Poinsettias to Decorate our Church for Christmas Eve

Help us fill the Church with color for the Christmas Eve Service by purchasing a poinsettia.

You may designate your flowers in memory or in honor of someone and a list will be published in the Christmas Eve
bulletin. Please take your poinsettia home after the evening service on the 24th or you may leave it to adorn our
Sanctuary through the Sundays of Christmas. Cost per plant is $12.

Forms will be available in the narthex. Checks may be made out to Concordia Pickerel Lake.

All orders must be received by

Monday, December 15th.
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Contac(t:;nfol:'matlon Church Council Concordia Lutheran Church
69471 lggfh Street Chris Sorensen President of Pickerel Lake
Albert Lea MN 56007 Robert Wittmer Vice-President Church Staff
(507) 265-3355 g . o
www.ConcordiaPickerelLake.com Kristine Christensen  Secretary Rev. Kristi Mitchell—Pastor
Facebook @Concordia Lutheran RaAnna Pestorious Treasurer Peter Scharpe—Administrative Secretary
Church of Pickerel Lake . .
Chad Mill Propert Kathy T — .
Pastor Kristi Mitchell a ller roperties athy Toenges—Organist
Cell: (call or text) (507)-360-1224  Lynn Krueger Lay Ministry David & Michelle Masters—Custodians
pastor@concordiapickerellake.com . .
Peter Scharpe Amy Wallin Stewardship
Cell: (507) 317-9127 Education

admin@concordiapickerellake.com
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